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EDITOR’S NOTE.

Readers of the Boomerang,

It is proposed to issue, in connection with this magazine, certain
‘“ Boomerang Booklets,” which will be sold for twopence each. The
first will treat the Countryside round Harefield, giving a description
of the prineipal places and things of interest in the locality, thus
serving as local guide to all the patients.

I am still looking out for contributions to the Boomerang, and I
can do no better than quote some lines sent in to me hy one of the
Boomerang readers, who, 1 hope, will live up to what they express: —

If you have a bhit of news,
Send it in;

Or a joke that will amuse,
Send it in;

A story that is trne,

An incident that’s new;

Wea want to hear from you!
Send it n.

And besides sending in contributions I want every single patiem
to buy a copy of their hospital magazine. They need not restrict them-
selves to one copy F_,'“,-lll_‘l‘F

If possible, with every copy of the Boomerang there will be pub-
lished a complete list of the arrivals and departures of patients within
the fortnight to and from the hospital. Tre Ebpitor.

““ And what is the matter with vou, Corporal? *
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A DINKUM CRICKET MATCH.

Sunshine, the strains of the band, and the cheers of the onlookers
all went to make the great cricket mateh on Thursday, May 3rd, when
rhe Sisters plaved the Canteen Ladies, a huge success. The mateh
commenced at 2.30, the Sisters winning the toss.

Australia has always been famed for its cricketers, hut we did not
know that the women of Australia shared the renown. All Australians
must have bheen proud of Sister Wallace, who, after making a record
secore, retired to let the rest of her XI. have a chance. Miss Parsons
although hailing from England, played for the Sisters. Her excellent
all-round qualities as a cricketer were much admired. In the Canteen
XI. Miss V. Harland (the Captain) played a good zcame, she and Mrs,
Venning scoring top score for their side. .

There will be a return match on Wednesday, May 16th, when we
look to the Canteen Ladies to come out victoricus.

Scores: Sisters 147, Canteen Ladies 95. Batting: Sister Wallace
(retired) 42, Miss Parsons (retired) 46, Sister Field 30, for victors;
Mrs. Venning 35, Miss T. Harland 35, for losers. Bowling: Miss
Parsons 6 wickets, Sister Field 3 wickets, Miss V. Harland 5 wickets,
Miss D. Harland 3 wickets. Mrs. Jackson did exce!lent work hehind
the wickets.

OUR COOK.

There's a cook in our Battalion
Ought to be in gacl, they say, .
For his various offences
In the culinary way ;

As everything the beggar

Ever curried, hashed, or fried,
Would create a Revolution

In an Ostrich's inside.

And there ain't no blooming Emu
His bacon could digest,

He'd die in twenty minutes
With pains across his chest.

And his Irish stew is murder,
Fact, his tucker it's all crook.
Oh! the sleepless nights I've suffered
From this indigestion cook!
Bexpie, Ward 43.
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WHIZZ-BANGS.

Une of the strangest things in China is that whenever a baby mr
15 horn they throw it into the sea for the sharks to get it. They don
do that in Sydney. They let them live till they are sixteen, and the
sharks get them themselves.

The reason why women live longer than men is because they have
no one to talk them to death.

Aunstralian regimental hutchers do their blocks every morning when
they start business.

We are constantly hearing that the war will soon he over. Yes
we know, but how far is it going over?

Rumor has it that the * Boomerang "' is paying. Prize 1s offered
tor a hetter romor.

Mr. Bee Mason enn stand heing stung hy five hundred hees at onee
im England., Some Anzaes can't stnmf heing stung onee—in  the
Canteen.

We are informed that the Australian High Commissioner has just
neen hung in the Roval Aeademy. This is 'andy, but why the Royal
Academy ¥

At a certain Railway Station in London, one evening late, could
have bheen seen Jock in his element with a certain young lady, in a
certain Railway Restaurant, sitting in a ceriain position, with certain
fun ahead of him! Not being ailowed hehind the Bar. it was only
natural that the Head Lady of the Department should bhe advised of
Jock's presence there. Danger lurked near, but happily Jock rose to
the cceasion. The stern command of ¢ Go out of this Bar at once! ”
hrought Jock to his senses, but not a word spake he. He merely gesti-
eulated witle his hands and fingers in pantomimic method, conveying
to the Head Lady of the Department that he was Deaf and Dumh!
His lady-love rose to the oceasion immediately, aud carvied on a dumb
conversation on her finpers with Jock. With a look of surprise Jock
made to go, hut the Head Lady of the Department would then not
hear of it, and vainly tried to explain to Jock (through his Lady-love
Medinm) how truly sorry she was for him, and allowed him to stay
anil rr'nrl'g: on. Some carrying on! The Scotch are a cute and canny
ruee |

(B)Tronic verse, ‘* After the Bomhardment."
There was a sound of revelry by night,
And Harefield patients had gathered then,
The flower of Anrzac chivalry. (Slow musie.)
Did ve not hear it? No, "twas hut the wind
(r an ambulanee rattling over a stony street.
Rut hark! that heavy sound breaks in once more,
As if the eclouds its echo would repeat;
And nearer, clearer, deadlier than fmfnre—-
That awful syphon comic responds to encore.
Ah! there was hurryving to and fro
By soldier who had lately come and the ane of long ago.
Yes, there were sudden partingz which ne'er might be repeated,
For half the hoys had left their seats and others still retreated.

The Editress has asked me to stop this muck at once, and has gone
out of the office, in o mixture of gueenly dignity and subtle humeor, te
meet her untimely end which must positively come through this

Farewell, dear readers. T have hetter worlt to do, Farewell |

J. L
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MESSAGES FROM OUR
VOLUNTARY HELPERS.

It was a great happiness to me
when in Australin my father and
mother decided to give the use of
Harefield Park as a Convalescent
Hospital for my fellow-countrymen.
I regard il ns a great compliment
that { am considered worthy to help
in & ward as a V.A.D., because any-
thing that we women of Austraha
can do to help our soldiers is hut o
small return to them for all that
they have done in fighting for our
freedom, our honour, and our homes
under the Southern Cross. May
health, happiness, and prosperity
await all patients who have passed
through Harefield Park, and may
they safely return to their homes in
sunny Australin. I must not forget
the Doctors, so many of whom have
sacrificed their homes in order to
help to restore to health their
fellow-countrymen ; also all the denr
Sisters with whom I daily associate.
Such are the wishes of

LetiTia Binnyapp-LEeAgE.

THE LITTLE SISTER.

— e s

I was ill in bed, yer know,
Not =0 very long ago,
An' we had a different Sister every day;
They wus very good to me,
Kind and gentle as could be,
They treated me just bosker, but, 1T say!

There was one wus dark and small,
An’ T liked her best of all
On the day I wus a-feeling very hat :
An’ her lovely smilin’ eyes,
With their look so kind and wise,
Made me pulse when she took it go lilke mad,

Oh! you lovely little Sister,
Yer dunno how I've missed yer,
Every time yer took me pulse yer toek me 'eart.
ain’t seen yer sinee, an' why?
Just becos I'm hloomin' shy,
I ain't the nmerve to speak to any tart.

Ye'r fur teo-good fer me,
But these lines'll let ver see
That 1 often gives to yer a tender thought.
So, Sister, ’eres to youl
May wver skies he ever hlue,
I'er yer wot I eall a dinknm little sport. . AT,
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A TALK ABOUT THE LOCAL BIRDS.

(By a Resident.)

I often wonder whether nature when she arranged the balance
animal life took into account the depredations of schoolboys amongst
eres and young birds. 1 rather think she must have done so, becaus
.s.hu hasn't made many mistakes. But I very much doubt if she alloweil
for the Schoolmistresses in Middlesex who tell their boys to go out as
often as possible during the Breeding Season and colleet * just one
epg from each nest for the school Museum."”

A few “intelligent '’ schoolmistresses of this sort and bird hie
will be nearing its end, to the detriment of our food supply, which for
some time is going to be an important matter with us. Thank good-
ness most of our farmers are i'l‘:ﬂi.' alive to the usefulness of all bird
life, with perhaps the exception of the House Sparrow, but even with
this hird 1T am not guite sure that the good it does in destroying cater-
pillars and insects balances the corn it eats, and to a great extent the
harm done by sparrows might be prevented. In these May days the
Cuckoo's haunting notes come from everywhere. Some Australians
seem to think it resembles the Mopoke. The curious thing about the
Cuckoo is that it builds no nest, but deposits its eggs in another hird's
nest, generally the Hedge Sparrow. On warm nights now the hesi-
tating warble of the Nightingale should he heard, but I have heard
the Nightingale singing all through the day.

Another bhird which you eannot help but notice in your walks 1s
the Plover, often called the Peewit. A few days ago I found some
Plovers’ nests in a wheatfield, and as the wheat wanted rolling I went
to the owner and asked him when he was going to roll it. * To-
maorrow, if it keeps fine,” he said. T told him there were five Plover's
nests in it, whereupon he said he considered the Plover one of the most
useful birds on the land, and if I would mark the nests he would tell
his man to avoid them; and this he did, and last night T found they
were all hatched off excepting one egg. For the first time, last week
I found one Plover's nest with five eggs. Generally they don't lay
more than four, and always the thin end of the egg pointing inwards.
I don’t know any other hird so careful about the position of its epgs
as the Plover. The eggs are sometimes hard to find, according to the
surroundings, but always easy compared to finding the Young Birds
up to three and four weeks old. When danger 1z about and their
mother tells them they will squat and lie like stones and assume all
sorts of unbirdlike shapes, and nothing will induce them to move until
they get the safety signal from their Parents. For some reason hirds
cive the danger signal to their voung in different ways; some will
repeat the warning note at intervals, changing suddenly to an entively
different note for safety: others make an almost continuous warning
note, the stopping of which means safety for the young. The young
bird knows no fear when it has received the safety call from its
Parents.

Cressing a grass field last Summer I came suddenly on two part-
ridges, one a shapeless brown thing squatting, the other squatting, but
without any disguise. When within a yard of it it flew up and settled
a few vards away; then the other hird, which I faney was the Cock,
flew in another direction. The first bird was evidently very exeited,
so I watched her—heing quite unconscious that there were 13 chicks
within three vards all %‘litlﬂﬁ'ﬂ in the grass. The first bird, which |
think was a Hen, kept strutting about and repeating at short intervals
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a warning note. - Suddenly the note changed, and as suddenly 13
chicks appeared out of the grass and started running towards the old
hird. I moved, and at once she changed her note, and all the young
squadron became almost invisible. One of the old birds then flew into
a wood behind me, so that 1 was between the young and old bird, 1
lay down, and for more than half an hour the old bird kept up the
danger note. All this time the Cock bird kept on strutting up and
down, and three times started as if to charge me with half-open wings.
Suddenly he uttered a fresh note and flew away. Immediately after-
wards tile Hen changed her call note, and the ground became alive
with the chicks, who started running towards their mother, many of
them elimbing over me as I lay in their haste to get to her. The little
Partridges crawling over me recalled an early morning in Scotland
waiting for some Blackgame to come to some corn stocks. It was
about 3 a.m., and rather musty. 1 lay in the heather, and perhaps 1
was rather s'eepy. Anyhow, 1 don’t forget the rnsh of wings and the
thump T felt as one Partridge settled ca me and a covey hovered all
l‘UlJ.]]CE. Unfortunately 1 moved and they were away, otherwise 1 might
have learned something cf their habits from close quarters,
W. H. RB.

it - Ml

HEADSTONE FUND.

It is gratifying to he able to report that the appeal in last issue
has met with a generous response from both the staff and patients, as
shewn hereunder. This amount will enable us to erect at least eight
headstones straizht awav, for which tenders are being called. A
similar amount is still required to complete the lot, and I have no
doubt this will be forthecoming.

Officer Commanding, £5; Dvr. Elliott, £5; collected from patients
by L.-Cpl. Mathie, £31 15s. 9d_; collected by Principal Matron, £3 10s. ;
collected by Lfc. Hawkesford from N.C.().s and Men (Staff), £L7;
transferred from Wreath aceount, £1 8s. 6d.; balance from Staff Fund,
5s. Total, £53 19s. 3d.

R. H. MaxwerL, Warrant Officer, No. 1 A.AH,

B

WORD COMPETITION.

The * Boomerang ” Word Competition proved so popular that a
prize will be given to the ward which can make the most words out ef
“ Constantinople.” The lists of words to be received by the Editor
not'later than Wednesday, May 23rd.

PARLEZ VOUS FRANCAIS?

Ilemember that free French classes are held every Monday, Thurs-
day, and Saturday, both for beginners and more advanced pupils.
Names of would-be pupils to be given in at the Canteen, and to the
Director of Recreation and Study.
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LIFE ON A TRANSPORT.

The Suevie left the Sydney Docks
Une morn at half-past eight,

With seventeen hundred troops aboard,
And other precious freight.

The first few days were all serene,
And every heart was light

Until the hoat began to roll
In the Great Australian Bight.

Of course, lads missed their mothers,
Also their feather heds,

Their meals were alwavs left untouched,
As they nursed their dizzy heads.

For breakfast there was savoury steak
Cut off an aged hull

That had pulled his leads on distant roads
When the Ballarat mines were full.

At half-past four the bugle went
For the orderlies to go

To draw their bit of marmalade
And half a yard of dough.

But we settled ourselves to the tasteless food,
And the toils of the daily life,
And the old ship kept to her westward course
With endless waves in sight.
(Pte.) A. BunrrasTton.

Group sewing on the ramp.
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SOME PAGES OF HAREFIELD HISTORY.

Breakspears, the oldest inhahited house in Harefield, has been
continuously occupied since the very earliest times. It has passed by
succession, and has never been bought or sold, therefore there is a
continuous record of deeds, papers, etc. The most famous of Break-
spears was Nicholas Breakspear, who hecame Pope Adrian IV, the
only Englishman to hecome a Pope. The earliest deed at present
known is dated 1310. The oldest existing rooms are the dining-room,
entrance hall, iibrary ; these, as is the case in all old houses, are small.

The house itself is the oldest part, eonstruected of loeal red briclk,
the clay for the making of which is said to have come from a pond
near hy, which’ still hears the name of the Claypits, hut the house in
the course of time has heen mueh altered and added to at various

riods. The site on which the house stands is said originally to have
een occupied hy a British Fort which formed the westernmost end
of the second line of a British defence against Julius Cwesar, and that
it has been ocenpied in very early davs is proved hy the quantity of
remains of buildings which have heen dug up at various times. In
the wars of Charles 1.s reign considerable operations involving
skirmishes took place over this portion of Harefield, and helmets or
headspears and horseshoes have heen excavated on the estate.

The Dining-room is an nak panel room, probably fifteenth century,
though no doubt the room itself is much older. Tt has a secret closet
or hiding place, the door to which is formed by a section of the panel-
ling, with a hidden spring by which it i1s opened. A short flight of
stone steps formerly led to the cellars (which are much older than the
rest of the house, and do not eonform to the plan of the existing build-
ing), whence an underground passage is said to lead to various places,
but most probably only to an adjoining wood. During alterations
some vears ago the remains of the passage were discovered, The
windows of this room contain some small medallions of stained glass
dated 1569—1572. The old fireplace and heavy earved overmantel are
still in existence. The entrance hall bears evidence of being some-
what older, also panelled with oak sereen panelling, and contains a
eurious piece of carving—two early English figures, prohably of Saxon
origin. There is some stained glassin the windows of the Hall containing
Queen Elizabeth's coat of arms, and those of Lord Leicester and Lord
Warwick, which ave said to have been placed there to commemorate
her Majesty’s visit to Harefield. The Library is a low room probahly
of a little later date, and is typical of old English domestic archi-
tecture.

The Cote at Breakspear is the oldest building in Harefield, and
robably dates from Saxon times; part of it is bhuilt of Roman bricks.

t is now the clock tower.
A. H. Tarrenrox, Commander, R.N.

Bemember that for two shillings you ean have the Boomerang
gent to any address in Australia for six months, and for half a erown
to any address in England. Names and address to be given in to the
Director of Recreation and Study.
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The Chronicle.

Everyone knows that there is a mighty lot of Faney Work done
im the Hospital, but perhaps no one realises how mueh material 1s
handed out to the patients. Mrs. Evans has sinee the end of December
sold exactly £108 worth of stuff, including silk, emhroidery, thread
cushion covers, ete. Mrs, Evans and other ladies will be in the Recrea-
tion Room every Monday and Friday afternoon to attend to the wants
ol the sewers.

LONDON SIGHTS.

Sir Sidney Lee, the eminent Shakespeare authority who charmed
us with eunltured address on ‘" Shakespeare and Patriotism ' a few
weecks ago, has added to our indebtedness to him by taking a party
of patients round Westminster Abbey, Parliament Houses, and the group
of public buildings clustering near No. 10, Downing Street. Our lads
were much interested in Sir Sidney’s talk on the historic associations
of these famous buildings, and expressed to him their appreciation of
the trouble he had been to in escorting them about that part of the
city. The afternoon was capped hy tea in the home of Canon Charles,
who is resident in the Ahhey precincts, Sir Sidney has invited a party
of staff orderlies for a similar ontine on Saturdav next.

PICNICS.

Now that the fine weather has come picnic parties are frequently
w0 he seen leaving the hospital grounds for pretty nooks in the locality.
Mrs. Goodlake has kindly given permission for one puarty to use the
grounds and boats of the Fisheries on Tuesday afternoons, and one on
an afternoon to be fixed. Arrangements can be made through the
Recreation Department
CAMERA FIENDS.

The Duke of Connaught, to the 0.C. (on the occasion of the Duke's
visit to the Hospital): * Who owns that loud-ticking Waterbury I've
heard ever since I arrived here? ' The 0.C., to the Duke: * That is
not a Waterbury you hear, your highness, hut the clicking of camera
shutters.”

AUSTRALIAN RED CROSS.

Omission was made drom the report of Anzae Day celehrations in
last issue of the fact that the heautiful flowers with which the wards
and mess-room were decorated and the excellent meal partaken of at
the close of the day's outing were provided by the Australian Red
Crozs through their representatives, Erls*ﬁdmuen Addison and Yeatman.

A MOTOR CONVEYANCE

WILL LEAVE THE

“CRICKETER’S INN,” HAREFIELD,
TO AND FROM THE HOSPITAL.

PALMER'S VEHICLES

Meet all Principal Trains arriving at Denham
from Paddington and Marylabone.

TIME-TABLE ON APPLICATION.
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READ'S CASH STORES,

HAREFIELD.

Khaki Shirts, Ties, Collars,

Handkerchiefs, Nugget,

THE CHEAPEST AND BEST!

“Kiwi" Boot

Polishes and Outfits,

BATTALION COLOURS ! !!

BATTALION COLOURS!!!

E. E. GOUGH,

‘Phons 8 Harefield.

Saddler and Harness Maker,
BOOT AND SHOE REPAIRER,

HAREFIELD,

MIDDLESEX.

EA CLARK'’S !-!;'_.IRCIJTTIHG.;HEHG. 2008

High Street, HAREFIELD,

Razors Ground and Set.

from 1/ to 10/-.

Safety and other Razors,
Brillnntine and other Toilet Requisites.

Plug and other Tohaecos and Cigarettes,
I'ouches,

SHAMPOOING SALOON.

Btrops.
Walking Sticks. Large Belection of

(Loswe} Li. & Co. and other Pipes
Cigarette Cases and Tabes.

* Rising Sun " DBadges, Bottons, Numerals and Brooches in great variety,

High Street,
FOR GOOD

CONFECTIONERY

of every l’]!—"ﬁ-:"‘l'i[’ﬂiﬂ'l‘.l.

be sure and get your FLASH

CLOBBER made by

PRITCHETT'S,

ig3-184, TOTTENHAM
COURT ROAD, W.
Representative ealls regularly at Hospital
for Orders, Measurements, &e.

When going on your FURLOUGH | WHEN ON LEAVE IN

W. EMERY (Bandy),
Photographer,

ATTENDS THIS HOSPITAL DAILY,

HODAKS and FILMS
supplied and developed.
ALYICE FREE,

| next day.

DANCER, |

HAREFIELD,

H. G. McMILLAN,
HIGH STREET, HAREFIEILD,
NEWSAGENT &
STATIONER.

(Goad Assortment of Loeal,
Birthday Cards.

Agent for HODAKS.

Comio, and

LONDON
BTAY AT

|ASHTON'S HOTEL,

20 and 30, London Street,
Oppogite G, W.Ry, Btation {(Arvival Bilde)
PADDINGTON.

REAL GOODI!!!

PHOTOGRAPHY !

| Don't forget to soni your Iriends a phoio of

your ward or eell. they will appreciate it !

ARTHUR GUNDRY,

Photographer,

will be pleased to do it, and have it ready
Films developed and efilarged

The Studio, Rickmansworth.

#m,
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