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FIUME- AN UNUSUAL POSTCARD FROM THE ALLIVD QOCCUPATION.
John Gilbert .

By the 3rd of Decethber 1918, the FIUME overprints on Hungarian

stamps had been uistributed to the rost Ofiices.

This postcaru is franked with the 10f'Karl and zita' with FIUME

overprint and is dated 19.12.18 by the writer.

The British battalien of Yorks and Lancs arrived on the 25 Nov. 1918.

llowever this card would appear to be from a sailor- there were a

number-ef British lavy ships in Fiume harbour including the destroyer
M.S5. Martin aund one griti:n submarine.

Had it been from a British'Tommy' the card would have received
tnhe Field Post Gffice '"F.D.l.' handstamp in use at this time.

His message reade 'This ferry steamer runs to pretty country villages
nd ie dated 19.12.16. The card is addressed ta 'Blackheath,London'.
ql clear that he had enjoyed a trip on the ferry shown on the
everse
The card took eleven days to reach London, arriving on the 30 Decembe:
and receiving the handstamp RECEIVED FROM H.M.SFIP/NO CHAFGE TQO BE
RAISED. AS one of tne British forces, it was unmececsary to use a
stamp- presumably he did so to provide a souvénir for the reciogent.

I-j }....15'1

Prof. Giumanini writes: 'Finding covers which originate in Fiune
between the end of October and December 1918, is practically
impossible!.
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REGISTIERED LETTER,

THisLETTERMUST
Post OFFICE TO
0B

TAINED FOR IT.

THE ADJDRESS MUST BE
WRITTEN], ON THIS SIDE.
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ITALIAN STAMPS USED DURING MLIETD cocupaT O
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GARDEN 4 SUB OFFICE.
oW
The only example of this mark seen by me is this postecard from
Roy A.Dehn's collection, "
The unclear date may read 913 MAG .6
The mark is not seen during the Allied occupation, or afterwards.
So, between 20 Dec. 1907 and Dec. 1918, the office must have closed.
My rating the mark as 'scarce' should be revised to ‘very scarce’'.
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Fiume 7.IIT.1919

Dear Brother,

In Austria (DeutschBsterreich)there is a postal stoppage (Postsperre)

and all our letters are being sent back again to Fiume. I have provision-

ally taken out a P.0. Box as I shall be staying here longer (3-4 months).
So do endeavour to come to Fiume with my things.

didn't send the stamps by return of post; I lost a lot as a result.

you do come down here bring me not only my trunk, linen etc., but also my

Molee French Dictionary, and the first 15 Langenscheidt letters.

With affectionate greetings from your devoted brother,

Leopold.

It was a pity that you
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The Royal Navy ship "Emanuele Filiberto". Commanded by Admiral Renieri.

Cancel on
Hungarian stamo
5]_-111‘_:-

( Aci."The Aericaq
Piilatelistm)

Ship stationery postcarc: Regia Nave "EMANUELE FILIESERTQM
(CARTOLINA MILITARE IN FRANCHISTA POSTALE)
M/seript daté oa postcard 26.8.1919.

F e

y&wnﬁi3 i

This ship brought the Italian occupying f.rces to Fiume on 17 Jovember
1913. It sided with d'Annunzio in early 1919.

The card i& .rom Bertusselli (Secona-in Commana Gunner). He «rites:
'I am on active service at present and don't have time liie I u:zed to..
I hope to be free by the end of September' etc.

Note. The POSTA FIUME series of stamps eere .ssued by the Italiax
National Council, 28 July 1919.
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These Leopold Kronik covers each bear Hungarian stamps without

FIUME overprints. The question arises as to whether these ‘un-overprinted’
stamps were valid during the Allied occupation period.

rheir use here suggests they were valid- in one case no dues are

raised, the other, the cover has been taxed and non-overprint

postage due labels applied.

No doubt Kronik had an arrangement with the clerks to co-operate

in produging these contrived covers, even so, the application of

these due labeld is a serious mis-use of prccedure.;hgulb+h£jﬂﬂ2GuVﬂﬂid-

1. Unfranked to belvedere 5 office. nead office date stamp 9 Jan. 1919.
Taxed 3%0f (double deficiency) s non-overprint labels applied,
canc. 11 Jan 1919, Belvedere.
Local letter rate 15f before 28 van. 1919.




Bisected postage due labels used in Fiume.
' J.F.Gilbert.

During the Allied occupation, when there was a shor tage

of labels at Fiume 5 Belvedere offiece authorisation was

given to bisect certain values. This applied between © Jan.

and 23 Jan. 1919.

Fiume Head offiee 1 also received authorisation for bisection

of 'dues' and for a much shorter period, 6 Jam. to LO Jan.
(Roy A.Dehn).

The cover shown here, certainly philateliec, none the less

demonstrates the usage. (Have any genuinely used covers

survived?).

Sufak to Fiume arriving 13 Jan. Croatian 2f newspaper stamp,

eanc. SuBak, 'D' ref., disallowed and  despite the '4O'

handstamp is taxed 30f. i.e. double defieciency: 20f +

bisected 20f = 30f, local letter rate.

It would seem that Belvedere office possessed cnly a '40O!

value handstamp! It isjseen used on other (mon-bisected) due

covers of this period contrary to the amount of tax levied.
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